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Over the years, Liverpool have had their fair share of hits and misses in the transfer
market, but what about the deals that never quite came off?

On this week’s Wednesday

episode of This Is Anfield’s YouTube and podcast series with the Late Challenge
Podcast, Paul Cope and Gareth Roberts recalled some of Liverpool's near transfers and
discussed how things could have turned out.

Among the best footballers of all time is

Cristiano Ronaldo. The Portuguese began his career at Sporting Lisbon before
progressing to Man United then Real Madrid, where his goalscoring record was simply
ridiculous — the No. 7 netted an astonishing 451 goals in 438 games for Madrid.

It

could have been Liverpool he moved to, though, had things turned out differently in
2003.

With his performances for Sporting attracting attention, Gerard Houllier’s

Liverpool agreed a £4 million fee for the winger but, speaking to The Athletic, Phil
Thompson revealed how it fell through.

The European Cup-winning captain said: “I asked

about the salary and Tony [Henry, agent] told me it was £1 million a year, net.

“For an

18-year-old, that was a lot of money. But Tony said it was negotiable and | thought,
‘Jesus, these lot are really trying to push him out of the door’.

“We were keen, the

boy was obviously a great talent.”

There was, of course, a twist in the tale and

Thompson revealed: “I will never forget what happened next.

“On the Tuesday morning, we

were having lunch at the training ground and it came up on the yellow strap on Sky
Sports, ‘Manchester United have signed Cristiano Ronaldo for £12.2 million’.

“Gerard

and myself almost choked on our food. | can remember Gerard jumping up and saying,
‘What the hell has gone on there?””

Even if the Portuguese had signed for Liverpool,
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things may have not turned out as successfully for him as they did in reality.

On this

week’s podcast, Cope suggested: “I don’t think Houllier and Thompson would have been
able to manager Cristiano Ronaldo in the same way Alex Ferguson could manage him.
“Alex

Ferguson had that level of ‘you can’t f**k around with me’, but also had the ‘you’ve

got to respect me because of what I've already done’.

“And | think that’s the

management Ronaldo needed. | think he’d have been too far the other way for us; too
much the arrogant, cocky young lad.

“You've got to remember when he first came in,

there was a lot of work to do with him.”

Roberts had a similar feeling, saying he

wasn't a “Liverpool player” and that “he’s turned out to do what he’s done in every
respect of life, and let's say maybe it wasn’t the right thing for Liverpool.”

Paul

Cope and Gareth Roberts are speaking on a new show from This Is Anfield and The Late
Challenge Podcast.

There is a live show that airs each Monday at 5pm (UK) on This Is

Anfield’s YouTube, with our second show each Wednesday.

You can also listen as an audio

show, here.
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Peregrinos relatan condicdes precarias durante o Hajj
talksport bet sign up offer Meca

De acordo com dois peregrinos que acabaram de retornar do Hajj na 4 Ardbia Saudita, a falta de
meédicos e instalacdes basicas de protecdo contra o calor intenso tornou-se um problema sério
durante 4 o evento religioso talksport bet sign up offer massa, enquanto o nimero oficial de
mortes entre 0s peregrinos chegava a quase 500.

Testemunhas disseram que 4 a perda de consciéncia e o transito de corpos cobertos com pano
branco tornaram-se uma ocorréncia comum durante o evento 4 religioso talksport bet sign up offer
massa.

Este ano, a peregrinacédo anual a Meca foi realizada talksport bet sign up offer condi¢cdes
meteoroldgicas extremas, com temperaturas consistentemente acima da 4 média. O niumero



exato de mortes ainda € incerto e € esperado que aumente muito mais, visto que cada pais 4 tem
anunciado independentemente as mortes de seus cidadaos.

Além disso, os governos sé tém conhecimento dos peregrinos que se registraram e 4 viajaram
para Meca dentro da cota de seu pais — mais mortes sdo temidas entre 0s peregrinos ndo
registrados.

Falta de 4 agua, sombra e apoio médico

Zirrar Ali, de 40 anos, que retornou a Londres na sexta-feira apds a peregrinagdo com seu 4 pai
de 70 anos, disse que as autoridades néo forneceram agua, sombra ou apoio médico suficiente
aos peregrinos do Hajj 4 durante a semana talksport bet sign up offer que esteve Ia.

"Para mim, parecia haver muitas pessoas e poucos médicos, entao eles estdo apenas esperando
4 o pior dos casos e entdo intervirao", disse Ali, adicionando que as pessoas desmaiando se
tornaram uma regularidade.

"Eu ndo conseguia 4 me concentrar talksport bet sign up offer meu Hajj ao ver essas pessoas
sofrendo”, adicionou.

Os comentarios de Ali foram repetidos por outro testemunha, Ahmad 4 de 44 anos, da Indonésia,
gue disse ter visto muitas pessoas adoecerem e mesmo morrerem devido ao calor.

"No caminho de 4 volta, vi muitos peregrinos que morreram. Quase a cada alguns centenas de
metros, havia um corpo deitado e coberto com 4 um pano de algodao branco”, disse.

"Toda vez que ha uma distribuicdo de agua de residentes locais ou certos grupos, é 4
imediatamente superada pelos peregrinos”, disse, adicionando que néo viu trabalhadores de
saude ou uma unica ambulancia ao longo do caminho.

Tanto 4 os peregrinos se lamentaram da infraestrutura e da organizagao precarias desta
peregrinacéo, especialmente para aqueles que viajaram independentemente, fora de 4 grupos de
turismo licenciados.

A Arabia Saudita exige que cada peregrino adquira uma das 1,8 milhdes de licencgas disponiveis
para acessar 4 legalmente Meca. Essas licencas podem custar milhares de dolares. Peregrinos
nao licenciados geralmente ndo viajam talksport bet sign up offer énibus turisticos com ar-
condicionado 4 ou facil acesso a fontes de abastecimento de agua e alimentos.
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